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Message from the Commander

I'll begin with a welcome to fall. October is here and the holiday
season is upon us. Cooler weather is showing us the joys of this
time of year. Depending on your location and loyalties, football
has taken over your Saturday afternoon. | was recently able to
travel to Waco and watch the Baylor Bears put a licking on my
Air Force Falcons. The upside was that | spent time with a large
group of Air Force Veterans and spoke with several about the
American Legion and what we are doing in support of veterans
throughout the state of Texas and our Nation. It is by these
types of interactions that we are able to get the message out to
others and expand the brand of the American Legion.

On September 28th | traveled to Austin and participated in a suicide prevention “Ruck”
at McKenny Falls state park. Along with several other legionnaires wearing “Be the
One” t-shirts, we walked and talked with other veterans, some of whom are dealing
with PTSD issues themselves. By showing our support and willingness to listen, we give
these veterans what they need most. A fellow veteran who understands where they
have been and a comrade who’ll be there if needed. | feel very strongly about being
out in the community and spreading the Legion message. My calendar is filling up, but
if you have an event like these, please let me know, and if | can be a part, I'll be there.

Now, a few words from our sponsor, membership chairman Chris Holt. Congrats to the
Department for achieving 50% membership by September
11th. That was the easy part. Now I'm asking along with Chris
that we buckle down, get out there and surpass our next goal
of 65%. Post commanders and Vice Commanders should be
contacting all those that have not renewed their membership.
Offer the 3-year plan and get them locked in. It only makes
the next two years that much easier. Get into the community
during this holiday season, while your local city or county is
holding an event and recruit a new member or two. Be proud
of the Legion and your local post. Show others why you're a
part of the largest veteran’s organization in the country. Once
again thank you for your support and if | can be of any help
please reach out.
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Tom Marty
Department Commander
American Legion, Department of Texas




THE LecioN TiMES
Vorume 106, Issue 3

OcroBer 2024

Executive Director
William West

Editor
G. Adams

Send all correspondence
and submissions to:
The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F:512.472.0603

www.txlegion.org
E-mail: times@txlegion.org

The Legion Times assumes no
responsibility for material
submitted and reserves the right to
edit any submissions.

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every month
for inclusion in the following month’s issue.
We typically publish on the First Friday
of each month, with few exceptions.

Subscription is included in the annual
American Legion, Department of Texas dues.
Contact the American Legion, Department of

Texas for extra copies, or copies for
non-legionnaires.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the
American Legion
Department of Texas
Member of:
American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.
Texas Press Association.

The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the
American Legion,
Department of Texas

Membership Corner

True to form, Team Texas made the 50% National Membership Goal. The Team was at a
positive 256 renewals year to year. This is great news as this shows we are still growing
as a department. District Commanders are doing a great job of getting more Post using
MyLegion. The other good news is, every post renewal mailout should be correct starting
this next mailout in Oct.

| tell you, | am getting excited to start hearing how many Post are going to be
participating in Oratorical this year. Not to mention all the stories that will be
coming out about our Post and what they did in the schools for Veterans Day.
Getting into the schools and into our communities is where we strive. We need to
start thinking of membership as a byproduct of our programs. Let our programs
drive the Legion. There is a lot of untilled ground we are leaving unattended.
Once we start working these untouched areas, we will thrive in membership.

By the time you read this, we will have bypassed our 55% National goal. With your
hard work, we will be above the 60%. Remember, your Department is shooting for 90%
Membership by Christmas.

Team, you are doing a great job at closing the back and
adding new membership to our amazing organization.
Keep up your excellent work.
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Go for 2,

Chris Holt
Membership Chair
c.j.holt98@gmail.com

A NOTE TO ALL DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS HISTORIANS -
POST, DISTRICT AND DIVISION

History is easily changed or forgotten if it is not written down. We forget all of the great
activities we accomplished throughout the year. Pictures never taken are never seen.
Pictures not identified come to be useless. We need to show our pride in what we do
by recording and organizing our history or it will disappear, or will be too difficult to see
what actually happened. There was an individual that looked at a picture on the wall
at the post and wondered who was in the picture. If the individuals had not been
identified on the picture, he would not have known he was one of the people in the
picture taken many years before.

You are the one who will make sure our history is not lost. We have so much to be
proud of. We help our community, state, and nation. We make a difference. That
difference we make will be forgotten if we do not share what we do with the local
newspapers. We will never know how we influenced the children, but they will be
affected and changed by what we do. No history book is perfect, but if we do not
document our history we will forget it.

More information will be sent out after the fall Training and Judging of History
Books in Indianapolis October 7-8, 2024, in reference to the changes being made
for submissions of these books and also the submission of a PDF version.

Submitted by Shirley Platt
Department Historian
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2024-2025 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

Tom Marty, Department Commander

John Hince, National Executive Committeeman
Bret Watson, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
Gene Toohey, Immediate Past Department Commander
William West, Department Adjutant

Jeanette Merritt, Department Chaplain

Gary Sanders, Department Treasurer

J.D. Langley, Department Judge Advocate

Shirley Platt, Department Historian

Glenn Scott, Department Sergeant-at-Arms

Jerry Tatman, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms

Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer

Ron Peterson, Department Service Officer

Allen Sharp, Department Service Officer

DEPARTMENT VICE COMMANDERS

David Etter, 1st Division
Clifton Guillory, 2nd Division
Danny Muth, 3rd Division
George McHorse, 4th Division

DISTRICT COMMANDERS

Andy Lowen, 1st District Commander
Cheryl Williams, 2nd District Commander
Kim McCarthy, 3rd District Commander
Michael Olivarez, 4th District Commander
Keith Wilkerson, Sr., 5th District Commander
Russ Foster, 6th District Commander

Steve Storey, 7th District Commander
George Snell, Jr., 8th District Commander
Bradley Stavinoha, 9th District Commander
Phillip Kelly, 10th District Commander
Cyndi Miller, 11th District Commander
Chad Page, 12th District Commander
Forrest Beadle, 13th District Commander
Timothy Yarborough, 14th District Commander
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander
Andres Ramos 16th District Commander
Jeffrey Eaton, 17th District Commander
Karl Barfoot, 18th District Commander
Terry Landrum, 19th District Commander
Eric Mayer, 20th District Commander

Jeff Meurer, 21st District Commander

Terry Contella, 22nd District Commander
Brian F. Kanke, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with
the rest of the Department of Texas? If so, please follow
these guidelines for submissions.

* Submit text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or as a text file
(.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF. ONE ARTICLE PER EMAIL PLEASE.

e The ideal word count for our format is 200 - 500 words
(maximum), preferably with no double spacing,

* Give your article a TITLE! Create a HEADLINE and save
with a proper file name so we can easily recognize it.

* Tell us who the author is, whether it's you or if you are
just forwarding it to us.

* Attach any photos and/or artwork for your article separately
in your email. DO NOT simply embed them in your Word or PDF
file. Larger photos are best, and high resolution JPG files of
300 dpi or better are preferred. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with your article.

* Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding photo
captions, name of the photographer, etc. Please note that
due to spacing and layout requirements, we may not be
able to use every photo or caption submitted

(preferably 2 - 3 photos per article).

* Please spell check everything! Especially people’s hames,
web addresses, etc. We do our best to catch typos, and
make corrections, but sometimes they still slip by. You can
help us greatly by simply running the spell check function in
your word processing software.

¢ We publish on our Website on the FIRST FRIDAY of the
Month, with few exceptions. E-mail everything directly to
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every month, for it to
appear in the following issue. This way we have plenty of
time to work with in case we need to clarify anything with
you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you continue
to help us grow and improve The Legion Times!
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Holley-Riddle Post 21 Holds Third Annual POW/MIA Recognition Sunset Vigil

By Patricia A. Zuczek, Adjutant, Post 21

On Sunday, Sept. 22, at Stewart Creek Park in The Colony, HoIIey Riddle Post 21 hosted its third annual POW/MIA
Recognition Sunset Vigil, themed “Keeping the Hope Alive.” The event served as a poignant tribute to American
prisoners of war (POWs) and those still missing in action (MIA), as well as to the families who continue to hold onto
hope for closure or reunion.

The theme, “Keeping the Hope Alive,” was inspired by the stories of Vietham War POWs who returned home and shared
that their determination to survive the physical and mental brutality of captivity was often driven by the desire to see
their families again. Post 21 Commander Mary Garcia emphasized the enduring nature of this hope. “Across the world,
that same hope has endured in families, who, even generations later, hold onto the belief that they will one day be reunited
or find some form of closure,” Garcia explained. “Having hope as individuals, as a community, and as a nation is crucial to
our existence. It is as necessary as air to breathe. We can all be beacons of light that keeps hope alive.”

The program began with the roar of motorcycles as the 4th District Legion Riders, led by Jason Wolf Laughing, brought in
the black POW/MIA flag and solemnly posted it beside two Post 21 members, Paul Bustos and Don Lucas, who portrayed
soldiers still unaccounted for. This imagery underscored the gravity of remembrance and honor for those who have yet to
return. Colton Reynolds, the youngest member of SAL Squadron 21, then led the crowd in the Pledge of Allegiance. Past
4th District Commander Jason Castleberry inspired us once again with a timeless message of kindness and love before
he moves on to assume his higher calling as the Pastor
at Plevna Baptist Church in Montana.

The explanation of the POW MIA table was reenacted
by Ella and Millie Porter and their mom, Amanda, as
they set the table for an evening meal without their
missing loved one. They placed each piece carefully

- the red rose, ribbon and vase, the salt and lemon,
the candle lighting the way home, the folded flag, the
over-turned glass, and the empty chair, as if one day,
he will return home to share the meal with them.




The vigil featured keynote speaker Johnnie Yellock Il, a decorated U.S.
Air Force combat veteran who has been awarded the Bronze Star,
Purple Heart, and Air Medal, among other honors. Attendees also
experienced moving performances by flutist and Marine veteran Hope
Blomquist, as well as beautiful singing by the Frisco Chorale, all set
against the backdrop of a stunning sunset, with wisps of clouds gently
scattered across the sky.

A touching display at the entrance to the event featured pictures of

five servicemen who were recently identified by the Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency (DPAA). Notably, U.S. Army Corporal Billie Charles
Driver, from Dallas, TX, who was reported missing in action in September
1950 during the Korean War. His remains were identified on Sept. 9,
2024, a full 74 years after his disappearance, thanks to the dedication
and talent of the DPAA personnel who perform this sacred mission.
These are just five of the 136 servicemen accounted for in the past 10
months, bringing closure to families who can now mourn and honor
their loved ones.

As the sun set over Stewart Creek Park, the solemn moment was
emphasized by a powerful visual tribute as one of the POW actors
reunited with his family in the center of the park, representing the
collective hope for a future reunion of those still missing. Everyone was asked to raise their lit candles, sharing the
light of hope for the still-missing POWs and MIAs. The symbolic gesture represented the enduring commitment to
never forget those who have not returned.

Commander Garcia shared her gratitude for the opportunity to be a voice for the families and heroes who sacrificed for
freedom and democracy. “As the only veterans organization in The City of the Colony, Post 21 and SAL Squadron 21 have
the privilege to take the lead in our community to ensure our heroes are never forgotten. Our ceremony brings strangers
together for a brief but powerful moment to reflect and pay tribute, honoring the sacrifices made by American servicemen
and women, and continuing to “Keep the Hope Alive” for their families. This event, filled with heartfelt tributes and
community participation, solidified Post 21’s role as a beacon of remembrance and resilience in The Colony.




Commander Marty Rucks for Suicide Prevention
Article by Susan Marty

On September 28th, Department of Texas Commander Tom Marty, legionnaires Bret
Humphreys, Don Hutchcraft and T.J. Robie participated in the Texas State Parks Ruck for
veteran suicide awareness at McKinney Falls State Park in Austin.

Texas State Parks along with the Texas Veterans Commission held their second annual ruck to
raise awareness about veteran suicide. Each member was requested to carry a ruck with 17
pounds of non-perishable food items.

The 17 pounds represented the 17 veterans that are lost to suicide each day. At the end of the
three mile ruck those items were donated to a local food bank, to go to veterans in need.

Commander Marty spoke with a gold star mother that lost her son and another mother that
stated she had also lost her son to his battle with depression and PTSD. Commander Marty
told those that were present about the American Legion’s pledge through the “Be the One”
campaign to change lives and to save lives.

He emphasized the commitment of the Department of Texas to do whatever we can and be
wherever we can to bring veteran suicide to an end.




Fred Brock Post 828 Hosts Quarterly Showtime at Post 828

Story by Tesha Leggett, Unit 828 Auxiliary * Photos by Barry Andrews, Post 828

SAN ANTONIO - (Sept. 6, 2024) - Fred Brock

American Legion Post No. 828 hosted its second
quarterly talent show dubbed “Showtime at Post
828" at the Post’s event center on the East Side.

The show was created to provide an opportunity for
veterans and locals (professionals and amateurs)
to perform and win cash prizes.

According to its creator, Post Commander
Burrell Parmer, the event augments the Non-
commissioned Officer (NCO) Appreciation
Nights which are held on the first Friday of
each month.

Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 hosted its second Showtime at Post
828 at the Post’s event center. The quarterly talent show was created to provide

) i . . an opportunity for veterans and locals (professionals and amateurs) to perform
The Post provided cash prizes to the top two winners and win cash prizes. The show was hosted by Post Commander Burrell Parmer

of this show.” said Parmer. who served as the host and sponsored by Roundtable Living. (Photo by Legionnaire Barry Andrews)

“The top three winners advanced to compete in the finals in December for $1,000 and will be required to

conduct two performances.” )
(continued)
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Farrell Kay Woodruff Renee Felton " U Ks-Twillie

Vocalist Farrell Kay Woodruff, of San Antonio, was Vocalist Renee Felton, of Gary, Ind., placed second Vocalist Loretta Parks-Twillie, of Detroit, placed third at
voted first place and awarded $300 at Showtime at and awarded $200 at Showtime at Post 828 hosted Showtime at Post 828 hosted by Fred Brock American
Post 828 hosted by Fred Brock American Legion Post by Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 at the Legion Post No. 828 at the Post’s event center.

No. 828 at the Post’s event center. Post’s event center.




Showtime at Post 828 is an adult venue with the audience
selecting the winners by round of applause amongst other
criteria judged by a panel consisting of a legionnaire, a
Son of the American Legion, and a member of the Post’s
Auxiliary. Attendees and competitors must be 21 years of
age or older.

Grady Peavy, Jr.

Congratulations to Farrell Kay Woodruff of San Antonio, who
won $300 for first place and Renee Felton of Gary, Ind., who
placed second and earned $200. Third place was awarded to
Loretta Parks-Twillie of Detroit.

The next Showtime at Post 828 will be Friday, Dec. 7, 2024. A
special thanks to Roundtable Living for sponsoring the event.

The next NCO Appreciation Night will be held Friday, Oct. 4,
featuring free live entertainment from Music Fo Ya Soul Band

Vocalist Grady Peavy Jr., of Birmingham, Ala., competed at
Showtime at Post 828 hosted by Fred Brock American Legion
Post No. 828 at the Post’s event center.

at7 pm.

The Post is located at 3415 Martin Luther King Dr., San Antonio,
Texas, and is opened on Monday, Thursday, Friday or Saturday
between 4 p.m. and midnight.

If you have served at least one day of active military duty since
Dec. 7, 1941, and were honorably discharged or you are still
serving on active military duty, you are eligible for membership
with The American Legion.

To join Fred Brock Post 828 contact membership chair

Amanda Parham at |egion.post.828@gmail.com or Billy Hill
at texaslegion828@gmail.com. Dues are only $50 annually.

The mission of Fred Brock Post 828 is to enhance the well-
being of San Antonio’s veterans, their families, the military,

and the community by its devotion to mutual helpfulness.

Vocalist Felecia Mayes, of San Antonio, competed at Showtime
at Post 828 hosted by Fred Brock American Legion Post No.
828 at the Post’s event center.
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POST 164 HOLDS A GRAND REOPENING

Submitted by Sandy Krum
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The American Legion Jonathan D. Rozier Post #164 of Katy held a “Grand Reopening”. The event was
held to let the community, and our veterans know that we were back in our building, after a yearlong
struggle with the building permitting process.

We had a very large turnout from the community, post members, and many area dignitaries. VIPs
in attendance were State Representative Mike Schofield, Katy Mayor Dusty Thiel, Katy Mayor Pro
Tem Chris Harris, representatives from Harris County Precinct 4 Commissioner’s office, State
Representative Jacey Jetton’s office, who is
a member of our post and was at his drill
weekend, Harris County Emergency Services
District 48, West Memorial MUD.

During the ceremony the combined Honor
Guard of AL Post 164 and VFW Post 9182
raised the colors, the dignitaries on hand
helped with the ribbon cutting and the Post
Commander Sandy Krum, Unit President
Linda Malsbary, Son’s Commander Gene
Britton and Riders Director Rory Hoffman
all did a cake cutting.




Stephenville American Legion Post 240
WWII Navy Veteran’s 100th Birthday Celebration

Submitted by Roger Easter

On September 20th, 2024, Friends, Family and Post 240 Legionnaires gathered at Hico Hill Country Assisted Living in Hico, Texas to
celebrate Navy Veteran & Legionnaire, Guy Marble’s (Center) 100th birthday.

Post 240 Chaplain, Matt Hallgarth (Center Right) presented Post 240 Certificate of Honor and Post 240 Vice Commander Charles Dotson, a
Navy Veteran blessed with artistic talent, presented his framed artwork depiction of Seaman Marble’s PT Boat Squadron. TURNBOW-HIGGS
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 240 President Martha Fredrickson (Behind the camera) and Post 240 Legionnaire, Walter Dotson (Back row
far right) were also present to congratulate and thank Guy for his service to Nation, Community, and the American Legion.

Guy Tracey Marble earned his American Legion
Membership via his active-duty service in the US
Navy during WWII. Following in the footsteps of an 2
older brother, Guy enlisted in May of 1943. Upon @’W%
completion of basic training, Marble attended 22 I

L . .. . . Certificate of Honor
weeks of aviation radio training before beginning
his work as an official radio operator. He was @
responsible for transmitting and receiving signals § B e i
and messages aboard ships, aircraft and at shore S GUY TRACY MARBLE
facilities. ' :

The men working within the Naval communication
system were called the “nerves of the Navy” because
of their vital roles in managing the connections within
the branch. Without clear and quick communication,
command, and control throughout the USN would be
in disarray.

Marble was stationed in Corpus Christi, New Orleans, San Bruno, Hawaii and was in the vicinity of the Japanese island, Okinawa when the
atomic bombs dropped on cities Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

A member of “Our Greatest Generation” Guy Tracey Marble is one of sixteen million patriotic men and women who departed the comfort and
safety of home and family to actively serve in the US Military during WWII (1941-1945). We as a Nation are forever indebted to Guy Marble

and his generation for their courage, dedication and sacrifice resulting in a WWII victory. Happy birthday Guy and thank you for your service.

“Never in the field of human conflict has so much been owed by so many, to so few”- Winston Churchill




Fred Brock Post 828, VFBA Invites Seniors to Learn About Medicare

Story and photos by Post Commander Burrell Parmer

SAN ANTONIO - (Sept. 7, 2024) - To learn about upcoming
changes to Medicare, Fred Brock American Legion Post No.
828, in cooperation with VFBA, hosted a free Medicare
Information Luncheon for persons ages 64 and older at the
Post’s event center.

According to medicare.gov, Medicare is health insurance for
people 65 or older. Some people get Medicare automatically,
others must actively sign up - it depends if a person starts
getting retirement or disability benefits from Social Security
before he or she turns 65.

“The reason why we want folks who are 64 years old to attend
the information luncheon is because, most of the time, they
know nothing about Medicare and they don’t know they can
actually enroll three months prior to their 65th birthday,” said
Brian Piacentini, a principal with VFBA. “Seniors in deep rural
areas and the inner cities have little to no representation when it
comes to obtaining quality advisors.”

Brian Piacentini, a principal with VFBA, welcomes attendees to a Medicare
Information Luncheon held at Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 on
the city’s East Side.

According to Piacentini, an Army Veteran, the VFBA only contacted four American Legion posts in San Antonio and surrounding areas
to run a test based upon location, population, and geography.

“Post 828 was one of those posts selected because we believed it was located in the right part of the city and that the genuine
energy and excitement from the post’s leadership would create a perfect proving ground,” said Piacentini.

Providing detailed information during the luncheon were Michael Wilhelm, owner/CEO of Trusted Senior Specialists (TSS), an
Integrity Partner, and Jeremy Johnson, TSS national training manager.

“Right now, we live in confusing and costly times. It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor or somewhere in between, our seniors can
use some extra money,” said Piacentini. “Knowing all the plans available can not only enhance the Medicare plan that a person
enrolls in but can possibly save that person thousands of dollars each year.”

—

(continued)
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Michael Wilhelm, owner/CEOQ of Trusted Senior Specialists, an Integrity Partner,
speaks to seniors during a Medicare Information Luncheon held at Fred Brock
American Legion Post No. 828 on the city’s East Side.

Jeremy Johnson, the national training manager for Trusted Senior Specialists, briefs
about the various types of Medicare programs available to eligible seniors during a
Medicare Information Luncheon held at Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828

on the city’s East Side.




Veterans are perfectly suited for the advantage plans offered
by VFBA because they could receive a buyback option in certain
cases Piacentini said.

The guest of honor of the luncheon was Medal of Honor
Recipient Ret. Col. Donald “Doc” Ballard, Army National
Guard, who earned the military’s highest honor as a Navy
Corpsman with the Marines in Vietnam.

“The VFBA and Doc Ballard have a vision for Texas... to create a
trustworthy physical location the members and the community
can go to each year for honest information regarding their confusing
Medicare options,” said Piacentini. “By choosing to work with the
VFBA they are choosing to keep their business with an organization o i
ovned by Veterans and buit for Veterans as well as SUBDOTIING g4/ o FoonL o Co Bl e Pl oy o

a Medal of Honor recipient’s non-profit. A financially healthier at Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 on the city’s East Side. Ballard

Legionnaire creates a healthier American Legion.” earned the military’s highest honor as a Navy Corpsman serving with the
Marines in Vietnam.

\C

It is important to note that the VFBA does not create Medicare plans for seniors to enroll in. They simply assess what’s important to
the individual and then find all the plans that best fit that individual’s needs and wants.

“The American Legion is a fantastic organization, but its reach has diminished over the decades,” said Piacentini. “Hosting these
information luncheons is a great way to get back into the community spotlight considering there are over 4.6 million Medicare-aged
people in the Lone Star State.”

At the conclusion of the event, the Post Commander Burrell Parmer presented Ballard with a Certificate of Recognition with
placement of his name on the Post’s Veterans Wall of Honor.

The mission of Fred Brock Post 828 is to enhance the well-being of San Antonio’s veterans, their families, the military, and the
community by its devotion to mutual helpfulness.
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Members of The American Legion Family with Medal of Honor Recipient Ret. Post Commander Burrell Parmer of Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828

Col. Donald “Doc” Ballard, Army National Guard at a Medicare Information presents Medal of Honor Recipient Ret. Col. Donald “Doc” Ballard, Army National
Luncheon held at Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 on the city’s East Guard, with a Certificate of Recognition with placement of his name on the Post’s
Side. Ballard earned the military’s highest honor as a Navy Corpsman serving Veterans Wall of Honor at the conclusion of a Medicare Information Luncheon for
with the Marines in Vietnam. seniors hosted by the Post, in cooperation with the VFBA, at the Post’s event center.

Ballard, who traveled from Kansas, earned the military’s highest honor as a Navy
Corpsman serving with the Marines in Vietnam.




BSA Troop 151 Conducted Flag Retirement

Story by BJ MacMillan, Post Adjutant * Photos by Frank Espinosa, Jr.

Troop 151, chartered by American Legion Post 174,
conducted a flag retirement ceremony on Saturday,
September 14, at the VFW. The Troop began the ceremony
at 9 am, reading the history of the U.S. flag.

The first few flags were presented and placed into
the burn pit. The rest of the flags were prepared for
retirement by cutting the union portion of the flag
from the stripes and placed in the burn pit.

It took about two and a half hours to retire the ten
extra-large bags and box of flags. The Troop did an
excellent job with respect and dignity in conducting
the ceremony.




POST 164 WELCOMES HONOR FLIGHT HOME
Submitted by Sandy Krum

On September 21st, members of Post 164 gathered
at William P. Hobby Airport in Houston to welcome
home 32 veterans from their Honor Flight to the
Nation’s Capital.

The Post Honor Guard provided the flag corridor,
which comprised U. S., Texas, service flags and
the POW/MIA flag to welcome them home.

There was a very large crowd there to cheer for
and shake hands with the returning veterans.




S.A.L. Squadron 828 Hosts Inaugural Tailgate Gala

Story and photos by Post Commander Burrell Parmer

SAN ANTONIO - (Sept. 15, 2024) - Tailgating is a social event that
takes place in the parking lots of stadiums, arenas, and other venues
before or after events. It typically involves people bringing their own
food, drinks, and barbecues to share with other attendees.

To bring the tailgate experience to the city’s East Side, the Sons of the
American Legion Squadron (S.A.L.) No. 828 hosted a Tailgate Gala
featuring the New Orleans Saints vs the Dallas Cowboys at Fred Brock
American Legion Post No. 828.

Members of the Post were able to reserve a tailgate spot for $25.
Additionally, the S.A.L. Squadron sold food items such as turkey legs,
ribs, chicken and sausage on a stick, amongst other items.

Members of San Antonio Auxiliary Unit No. 828 celebrate after the New
Orleans Saints bested the Dallas Cowboys during a Tailgate Gala hosted by
new 75” TV to include inside on the newly acquired 86" TV. Sons of the American Legion (S.A.L.) Squadron No. 828 held at Fred Brock
American Legion Post No. 828.

Attendees had the opportunity to watch the game outside on the Post’'s

All eyes were glued to the screens as the Saints easily defeated the
Cowboys 44 - 19.

Wendell Nance, the newly elected S.A.L. squadron commander said the
event was a success and encouraged more members to support the
event in the future.

“My goal this year is to increase members’ attendance at meetings and
participation in activities,” said Nance. “Additionally, to increase our
S.A.L. membership and support our Post as required.”

Throughout the year, the S.A.L. Squadron will conduct fundraisers with a
plan to host an event to show their appreciation for all the support it has
received from its membership.

The Sons of the American Legijon is divided into detachments at the state

level and squadrons at the local level. They are permitted flexibility in The Sons of the American Legion (S.A.L.) Squadron No. 828, led by Squadron
Commander Wendell Nance, hosted a Tailgate Gala at Fred Brock American

planning programs and activities to meet their needs but must remember Legion Post No. 828.

S.A.L.’s mission: to strengthen the four pillars of The American Legion.

Members of San Antonio Auxiliary Unit No. 828 The Sons of the American Legion (S.A.L.) Squadron Donna Jackson of San Antonio Auxiliary Unit No. 828
attended the Tailgate Gala hosted by Sons of the No. 828 hosted a Tailgate Gala at Fred Brock American and John Janice Jr. of Sons of the American Legion
American Legion (S.A.L.) Squadron No. 828 held at Legion Post No. 828. The New Orleans Saints bested (S.A.L.) Squadron No. 828 at the Tailgate Gala held
Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828. the Dallas Cowboys 44-19. at Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828.




American Legion Auxiliary Unit 174 Conducts Installation of Officers

Submitted by BJ MacMillan, Adjutant, Post 174

On September 12, prior to their regular
meeting and joined by Post 174, the Auxiliary
Unit 174 conducted their installation of
officers. Tammy Mathis, Past Unit President,
served as the installing officer.

The officers installed were President Joan
Miller, Secretary Susan Field, and Chaplain
Joann Holickly. Following the installation
ceremony, everyone enjoyed a wonderful
potluck dinner.

There were delicious desserts including
a birthday cake for all the September
birthdays.

Boy Scout Troop 1096 Supports
Patriot’s Day Ceremony
Submited by BJ MacMillan, Adjutant, Post 174

Troop 1096 chartered by American Legion Post 174,
supported the First Responder’s Stair Climb on Patriot’s
Day at the Georgetown football stadium.

The Scouts handed out drinks to the stair climbers.
One of the Scouts, Corwin Diaz, completed the stair
climb with the first responders.

After the climb was completed, Corwin and his
brother Aslan Diaz, were honored to roll the Flag of
Heroes for the first responders. The flag contains the
names of the emergency services personnel who
gave their lives to save others in the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001.

Post 174 is proud Troop 1096 supports community
memorial events.
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You Support Your Military Community
When You Use Your Exchange Benefit

Veteran Shopping Benefits

e All honorably discharged
Veterans shop tax-free for life
at ShopMyExchange.com

e Disabled Veterans can shop
in-store at PXs and BXs too

Why It Matters

Shop tax-free with military-
exclusive pricing

100% of Exchange earnings
support Soldiers, Airmen,
Guardians and families

ShopMyExchange.com/vets

2K

EXCHANGE

for more!



https://shopmyexchange.com/vets

I
LEGIONNAIRE BENEFITS

As a Member of the Legion Family, You Know How Important
It Is to Help Protect Those in Need ...

NOW WE CAN HELP

THE LIT PLANS CAN HELP WITH

Hospital HELP Plan
Cancer Care

Accidental Death Protection
On-The-Move Travel Accident
* Emergency Assistance Plus

* ID Resolve

Hospital HELP Plan — Provides benefits for
hospital stays including intensive care, cardiac care,
care for cancer, rehabilitative facilities, and V.A.
hospitals.*

Cancer Care — Provides important protection and a
daily benefit if you are hospitalized due to cancer.*

Accidental Death — Helps provide financial
protection for you and your family. Up to $5,000.00
LegionCare AD coverage at no cost to Legionnaires
is available: (activation required).* You can also
purchase additional Accident coverage up to

$100,000.00.

On-The-Move Travel Accident — Provides up to
$200,000.00 coverage when fatally injured in a
covered accident while traveling, plus $500.00
per day if a covered accident lands you in the
hospital.*

ID Resolve — Provides 24-hour identity
theft resolution that helps protect your
money, your time and your financial
reputation.

Medicare Supplement Insurance

Health Insurance

Dental Insurance

Long-Term Care

Lifeline Medical Alert Service

Emergency Assistance Plus — Provides you with
24/7 emergency medical and travel assistance
services should something happen to you or your
family while traveling away from home.

Medicare Supplement Insurance — Supplements
your Medicare Coverage at group rates.

Health & Dental Insurance — Request a quote on
various Health & Dental Insurance Plans designed
with you in mind.

Long-Term Care — Can help provide home health
care, supervised adult care, and more.

Lifeline Medical Alert Service — Provides fast

access to help in the event of a fall or medical

emergency so you can live confidently and
independently.

DeviceGuard — A simple, comprehensive,

and affordable way to protect your devices—

from smartphones to laptops to digital
doorbells. Flexible plans and bundles

ENDORSED BY YOUR  ensure that you only pay for the
AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT

protection you need.

To Learn More and Enroll, Visit www.ThelLlT.com

For Questions Call 1-800-235-6943



https://www.thelit.com/

USAA is proud to be the

§ Preferred Provider
US

= of Insurance and Financial Services
AA to The American Legion
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GET THE CREDIT CARD THAT
SUPPORTS THE AMERICAN LEGION.

With your everyday purchases, you can help support The American Legion. Get
The American Legion USAA Rewards™ American Express® Credit Card and take advantage of:

# 0% introductory APR for 12 months on balance transfers and convenience
checks posted in the first three months after account opening (10.90% to 25.90%
variable APR after 12 months on these balances)'

No annual fee

Earn 1 point for every dollar spent and 2X points on gas and groceries? Plus, now you can extend
your support by redeeming your rewards points for a donation to The American Legion

Y APPLY TODAY.
usaa.com/legionamex or 1-877-699-2654

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. USAA products are available only in those jurisdictions where USAA is authorized to sell them.

'0Offer subject to approval. As of 12/1/15, regular APRs on purchases, cash advances and balance transfers are 10.90% to 25.90%, depending on your credit history and other factors. APRs vary
withthe market based on the Prime Rate. There is a transaction fee of 3% on cash advances (5200 maximum on each balance transfer and each convenience check) and 1% on foreign transactions.
Rates and fees subject to change. If you transfer a balance or write a convenience check with this offer, all purchases will be charged interest until you pay the entire balance in full, including any transferred/
convenience check balances. After that, you will have a grace period on purchases when you pay your entire statement balance each month by the payment due date. *Earn 1 point for every 1 in purchases
plus 1 zdditional point on every $1in purchases that the merchant properly codes as gasand grocery purchases. Grocery purchases at warehouses, discount stores, department stores or other non-grocery
store locations are not eligible for the additional 1 point reward. Rewards points terminate if account is closed or delinguent or program ends. Other restrictions apply. USAA Rewards Program terms and
conditions will be provided with your card. Purchase of a product other than USAA auto or property insurance, or purchase of an insurance policy offered through the USAA Insurance Agency, does not
establish eligibility for, or membership in, USAA property and casualty insurance companies. American Express is a federally registered service mark of American Express and is used by USAA Savings Bank
pursuant to a license. The &merican Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsership.

Thiscredit card program is issued by USAA Savings Bank, Member FDIC. © 2016 USAA. 225913-0116


http://usaa.com/legioncc

RENEW ONLINE NOW!

Renew your American Legion Membership quickly and easily online!

Simply visit the web address shown below, and follow the easy instructions.
You can renew your membership and even print out a temporary membership card.

Quick and secure credit card payment.
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TEXAS LONE STAR RECRUITER PIN
Have you earned yours?

Awarded to Legionnaires for recruiting "NEW" members into The
American Legion. This award is based upon the total accumulative
number of New Members the Recruiter has signed up into The
American Legion from the inception of this award through their
Legion career. The pin will be awarded starting with the #1 for the
first new member and then increase in increments of 5 (5, 10, 15,
20, etc.) based upon the accumulative total of new members
recruited. Once the recruiter is awarded a pin level, he/she will
work for the next higher pin level and once a pin level has been
achieved a duplicate pin level will not be awarded.

CONTACT YOUR POST ADJUTANT TO GET YOURS!

B oot mmamiaridsg oofins | The American Legion
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. THE AMERICAN LEGION
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Renew your membership online
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Renew your membership online

Please continue to support your fellow veterans,
troops, their families, youth and our nation.

Your annual dues help support pragrams in your community and across
the nation. American Legion programs and services include: Troop
Support, Child Welfare Foundation, Heroes to Hometowns, American
Legion Baseball, Department Service Officers, Family Support Network,
Flag Advocacy & Etiquette, Junior ROTC & ROTC, Operation Comfort
Warriors, Scholarships, Veterans Job Fairs, and many others.

Thank you for ensuring that The American Legion remains the most
powerful voice in America on behalf of veterans, servicemembers, their
families, and communities across the nation.

Go to www.legion.org/renew
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Domains ¢ Hosting * Design & Support

(A

https://midcitydigital.com

MID CITY DIGITAL

20% OFF with coupon code TXLEGION
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The Legion Times ® PO Box 140527 e Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138 « F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

We Buy Houses!

All Cash

o |FastiClose

o Asilsi(noirepaiis
tormake)

e |[Estate

o Foreclosure

e [Nelcommission tolpay;

o Bestiprice for
yourhouse

Call Mike
682-351-0040

nubycoproperties.com

More than 165,000 subscribers
now receive the American Legion’s

E-

YOU'RE

Go to www.legion.org and click on “Get Updated!”

THE AMERICAN LEGION
"ONLINE UPDATE
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