
So long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Goodbye. Adieu, 
Adieu, to you and you and you. My run as State 
Commander has run its course. I thank each and 
everyone of you for your support over this last year. I 
plan to sit at the end of the dais and serve as a past 
commander. Best of luck to the next commander. 

On June 13th, I was present for the final day of 
American Legion, Texas Boys State. On June 16th I 
was there for the opening of Bluebonnet Texas Girls 
State. If you ever feel that the next generation is lost, visit one or both 
events. These young people are such a ray of sunshine. They make you 
feel that our nation is going to be in good hands as we move forward. The 
smiles and joy you see in their eyes as they greet you and thank you for 
your service. Their appreciation for the American Legion and the American 
Legion auxiliary is demonstrated daily. This is why we support these programs 
and our pillar of Americanism.

For those that are not aware the Department office has been closed for 
several weeks due to vandalism. Our outside electrical boxes were stripped 
of all components. I hope by the time you read this the contractors will have 
finished, and we are back to normal. This may have caused some of the work 
done at the department to run behind.

Texas has shown the nation how by working together we 
can accomplish anything. Keep up the good work. I look 
forward to seeing you all down the road.

Despite these challenges, the spirit of camaraderie 
and dedication within the American Legion remains 
unwavering. It is a testament to the resilience and 
commitment that binds us together in service to our 
veterans, our communities, and our nation. This sense 
of unity and purpose reminds us daily of why we do 
what we do — to uphold the values of patriotism, public 
service, and mutual support.
 
Tom Marty, Commander
American Legion, Department of Texas
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In Garden City, Mich., in 1993, Chuck “Tramp” Dare and Bill “Polka” Kaledas, 
commander of American Legion Post 396, shared an idea to start a motorcycle 
enthusiasts association within the organization. The two longtime riders wanted 
an environment where Legion family members could come together to share a 
common love for motorcycles.

Dare and Kaledas wrote a letter to Michigan Department Adjutant Hubert Hess, 
sharing their idea. Hess replied that he liked the concept and wanted to pursue 
it. Later, he gave Kaledas and Dare instructions for managing the program at the 
post level. He also explained how they could be approved to use the American 
Legion emblem, and how to gain Membership’s support and recognition. At a 
regular meeting, Post 396 members passed a resolution for a new program to be 
known as the “American Legion Riders.”

Joined by 19 other founding members from their post, Dare and Kaledas 
were flooded with requests for information about their organization. They 
agreed to establish a central source for the Riders to ensure that chapters 
formed not as motorcycle clubs or gangs, but as Legionnaires and Auxiliary 
and SAL members joining to ride as Legion family.

Did you know? - History of the American Legion Riders 
Submitted by Shirley Platt, Department Historian

Extracted from Legion.org

As we close out Volume 106 of The Legion 
Times, we would like to express our gratitude 
to all of our wonderful contributors. 

Our goal is to inspire and inform with original 
articles submitted by American Legion Posts 
from all around the state of Texas. From 
small events to major achievements and 
everything in between, your stories document 
the ongoing history and vibrant community 
of the American Legion Department of Texas. 
The Legion Times would not be possible 
without your participation. Thank you!

A few helpful tips for article submissions:

Balance Your Content — Consider the 
amount of text compared to the number of 
photos you are submitting. We try to keep 
things balanced and easily readable on each 
page, but it can be a challenge. As mentioned 
in our submission guidelines, the ideal 
word count is anywhere from 200 to 500 
words. An article with around 200 words and 
perhaps one photo, will typically work well 
as a half-page. Articles with approximately 
300 words and a couple of photos will usually 
work out to be a good full-page article. Articles 
with upwards of 500 words and multiple 
photos will typically be spread across 2 
pages or more.

Submit Large Photos — It is always easier 
for us to scale down larger high-resolution 
images, rather than scale up small images 
to fit our print-friendly format. Smaller photos 
are easily pixelated if we have to increase the 
size, and in some cases are simply unusable. 
Remember to attach your full-size photos 
directly in your email submission and label 
them so we can match with any captions.

It’s All About Timing — Remember that the 
article you are submitting will appear in the 
next upcoming issue. If your article mentions 
holidays or other particular dates, keep in 
mind your use of past, present, and future 
tenses. For example, if you submit an article 
in December for the January issue, you might 
not need to wish everyone a Merry Christmas 
by the time they are reading it in the New Year. 
Also, keep in mind that articles submitted 
after our deadline may or may not be included 
in the following issue. If it’s received too close 
to our publishing date, it might have to wait 
until next time, at which point the content 
might lose relevance.

Thank you again to everyone for contributing 
your great content to this publication. Keep 
writing and keep sharing your stories!

Guymon Adams 
Editor, The Legion Times

Editor’s Note



Do you have an article or news announcement to share with 
the rest of the Department of Texas? If so, please follow 
these guidelines for submissions.

• Submit text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or as a text file 
(.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF. ONE ARTICLE PER EMAIL PLEASE.

• The ideal word count for our format is 200 - 500 words 
(maximum), preferably with no double spacing.

• Give your article a TITLE! Create a HEADLINE and save 
with a proper file name so we can easily recognize it.

• Tell us who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are 
just forwarding it to us.

• Attach any photos or artwork for your article separately in 
your email. DO NOT embed them in your Word or PDF file. 
Larger photos are best, and high resolution JPG files of 300 
dpi or better are preferred. Please name these files  
accordingly so we can track them along with your article. 

• Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding photo 
captions, name of the photographer, etc. Please note that 
due to spacing and layout requirements, we may not be 
able to use every photo or caption submitted  
(preferably 2 - 3 photos per article).

• Please spell check everything! Especially people’s names, 
web addresses, etc. We do our best to catch typos, and 
make corrections, but sometimes they still slip by. You can 
help us greatly by simply running the spell check function in 
your word processing software.

• We publish on our Website on the FIRST FRIDAY of the 
Month, with few exceptions. E-mail everything directly to 
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every month, for it to  
appear in the following issue. This way we have plenty of 
time to work with in case we need to clarify anything with 
you. 

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you continue 
to help us grow and improve The Legion Times!
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TURNBOW-HIGGS Post 240 Celebrates Flag Day Saturday June 14th, 2025
Submitted by Roger Easter, Post 240 Historian
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Post 240 Legionnaires, Unit 240 Auxiliary 
members, local Scouts and 2024-2025 Deceased 
Post Everlasting next of Kin members, gathered at 
the historic American Legion building on Saturday 
morning, June 14th, 2025 to celebrate National 
Flag Day, by conducting their annual Proper 
Flag Disposal ceremony and to honor and pay 
tribute to Post 240 members who passed to Post 
Everlasting during the previous membership year. 

Stephenville Fire Department provided fire safety oversight and joined all present following ceremonies to 
enjoy Auxiliary Unit 240 refreshments of cookies, punch and other cold drinks.

Members of Post 174 gathered on the town square 
at 4 pm to hand out U.S. Flag pins in celebration of 
Flag Day. They walked around the square several 
times handing out the flag pins. 

The flag pins were a big hit. The Post handed out 
over 800 flag pins.

Afterwards the group gathered at an outside table for 
snacks and watched the 250th Anniversary Parade of 
the United States Army!

Post 174 Celebrates Flag Day
Submitted by BJ MacMillan, Adjutant, Post 174



Fred Brock Post 828 Joint Installations of Officers Ceremony 
Story by Past Commander Burrell Parmer
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SAN ANTONIO – (June 17, 2025) – Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 Family consisting of Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the American 
Legion (S.A.L.) held their Joint Installations of Officers Ceremony at the Post located at 3415 Martin Luther King Drive on the East Side.

District 20 Commander Eric Mayer installed Post Commander Amanda Parham and her elected officers while Past Vice President Reba Bennett of 
Fred Brock Auxiliary Unit No. 828 installed Auxiliary President Pamela Money (third term) and her elected officers. 

Additionally, Parham installed the Post’s Board of Trustees and Squadron Commander Wendel Nance and his elected S.A.L. members, respectfully.

Prior to the installations, the membership and guests had the opportunity to hear three high school seniors who attended Texas Boy State, 
June 8– 13.

Parham, a retired U.S. Army nurse, is the second female to serve as commander of Fred Brock Post No. 828. 

“I am humbled and grateful to accept the role of commander at Fred Brock Post 828. This position is not about authority — it’s about service,” said 
Parham. “Service to each of you, our fellow veterans, and to the greater mission of the American Legion.”

Post Commander Amanda Parham delivers her vision speech after being 
installed during a Joint Installations of Officers Ceremony held at the Post 

located at 3415 Martin Luther King Drive. Parham, a retired U.S. Army nurse, 
is the second female to serve as commander of the Post

(Photo by Past Commander Burrell Parmer/Post 828)

Post No. 828 Family consisting of Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the 
American Legion held their Joint Installations of Officers Ceremony at the Post 
located at 3415 Martin Luther King Drive. During the ceremony, District 20 
Commander Eric Mayer (10) installed newly-elected Post Commander Amanda 
Parham and her elected officers (Photo by Tesha Parmer/Unit 828)

(continued)

During the ceremony, Post Commander Amanda Parham installed the 
elected members of the Board of Trustees (Photo by Past Commander 
Burrell Parmer/Post 828)

Post Commander Amanda Parham installed Squadron Commander Wendel 
Nance and the elected officers of the Sons of The American Legion Squadron 

No. 828 (Photo by Past Commander Burrell Parmer/Post 828)
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According to Parham, every member, past or present, deserves respect, and she will foster an inclusive environment where everyone’s voice 
matters and every contribution is valued. 

“As commander, my focus this year will be on two key goals: growing our membership even more and expanding our presence in the 
community,” said Parham. “Together, we will work to welcome more veterans of all eras into our ranks, especially younger veterans 
who are seeking connection and purpose service. We will modernize our outreach, increase our visibility, and remind every veteran out 
there that they have a home here at this post.”

The mission of Post 828 is to enhance the well-being of San Antonio’s veterans, their families, the military, and the community by its 
devotion to mutual helpfulness.

The Post, which received a Temporary Charter as Post 420-A on Jan. 1, 1946, is named in honor of San Antonio native, U.S. Army Sgt. Fred Brock of 
the 598th Field Artillery Battalion, 92nd Infantry Division, who died in the line of duty at Fort Huachuca, Ariz., on Aug. 18, 1943. On Aug. 23, 1950, 
Fred Brock Post No. 420-A was granted a full charter and was redesignated as Post No. 828.

Hours of operation are Monday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 4 pm – midnight. 

For more information about Fred Brock Post 828 visit www.fredbrockpost828.org and follow on Facebook: American Legion Fred Brock 828.

Past Vice President Reba Bennett installs Auxiliary President Pamela Money 
(third term) and her elected officers 
(Photo by Past Commander Burrell Parmer/Post 828)

Local high school seniors, who recently returned from attending Texas Boys 
State at the University of Texas-Austin, spoke about their experiences during a 

Joint Installations Ceremony held at Fred Brock Post No. 828
(Photo by Tesha Parmer/Unit 828)

Post Commander Amanda Parham and Past Commander Burrell Parmer 
presented 20th District Commander Eric Mayer (10) with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for serving as the Post’s Installations Official during Fred Brock 
American Legion Post No. 828’s Joint Installations Ceremony held at the 
Post’s event center (Photo by Tesha Parmer/Unit 828)

Immediate Past Commander Burrell Parmer (center) was presented with 
tokens of appreciation for his three years as commander of Fred Brock 

American Legion Post No. 828 during a Joint Installations Ceremony held at 
the Post’s event center (Photo by Tesha Parmer/Unit 828)

http://www.fredbrockpost828.org


Dorie E. Miller Post 817 Annual Smith-Thomas Memorial Day Flag Distribution 
Submitted by Cheryl Williams, Adjutant, Post 817
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Dorie E. Miller Post 817, Inc. hosts an annual Memorial Day 
flag distribution to memorialize the memory of those who have 
served the country and are now resting in Post Everlasting. There 
were over 2,500 flags that were laid at the gravesite of Veterans 
throughout the community. The Post membership operates on 
2 separate occasions to ensure all veterans are memorialized 
with a flag by separating the city into the north end and the south 
end. There were over 30 Veterans, members of the Knights of 
Peter Claver, members of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., the 
Chosen Few Motorcycle Club, and Post 817 Legion Riders. 

This is a hallmark event for Post 817 within the community. Many 
families now depend on the Post to commemorate and memorialize 
their loved ones. It is an event that the membership are extremely 
grateful to provide to our community.

Post Members and members of Kappa Alpha Psi at the Buffalo Soldier 
Cemetery in Beaumont, TX at the historic site of Dorie E. Miller Post 817

Members of The Chosen 
Few Motorcycle Club

We honor the memory and 
service of this Veteran	

Adjutant Cheryl Williams and 
Areina Shelby-Sears

Commander Clifton Guillory 
gathering his flags

Commander Guillory and Post Members preparing to move out



Post 174 Scout Troops Attend Summer Camp 
Submitted by BJ MacMillan, Adjutant, Post 174
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The two Troops chartered by Post 174 both attended summer camp. Troop 151 attended 
the Great Smoky Mountain Council Buck Toms Summer Camp in Tennessee. They 
earned a total of fifty-three merit badges and earned Honor Troop recognition. They had 
thirteen Scouts, and six adults who attended.

Troop 1096 attended the Capital Area Council Lost Pines Scout Ranch Summer Camp in 
Bastrop. They earned sixteen awards including merit badges, paddle board, ATV Safety 
certification, and completed numerous rank advancement requirements. In addition, 
they received a camping award for the Troop and best design for the cardboard boat 
regatta. One Scout earned the highest score on Archery out of the entire camp. They 
had six Scouts and four adults (rotating) who attended. 



Dorie E. Miller Post 817 Members Attend VA Groundbreaking 
Submitted by Cheryl Williams, Adjutant, Post 817
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Department of Veterans Affairs broke ground for 
the construction of a brand new VA facility that will 
be built in Beaumont, TX. 

Congressman Brian Babin and Randy Weber were 
instrumental in the funding for this major project, 
along with Former Speaker of the House Dade 
Phelan of the Texas Legislature. 

The ceremony was held on June 24, 2025, and 
is projected to be completed sometime in 2026. 
Veterans gathered to witness this long-awaited 
ceremony that will double the capacity of the 
current clinic and provide services that are much 
needed in the area. 

Raymond Cage, coached by his wife Angela, attended 
the 2025 National Veterans Golden Age Games in 
Memphis, TN. on May 30 - June 3.  Raymond won a 
total of five medals, four gold medals in track, and 
one bronze medal in horseshoes. 

Raymond also became a new track record holder in 
the 50M, 100M, 200M and 400M events. Raymond 
credits his wife, who is his personal track coach, for 
getting him prepared to break the four records.

Raymond plans to participate in the 2026 National 
Veteran Golden Age Games in Tampa, FL. on  
June 27 - July 2.

Post 178 Member Raymond Cage Excels 
at 2025 National Veteran Golden Age Games
Submitted by Ed Reed, Immediate Past Commander, Post 178

Veterans from Dorie E. Miller Post attending VA Clinic Groundbreaking

See videos of Raymond’s 50M, 100M, and 200M races below:

50M race — https://photos.app.goo.gl/wW6Xzvc2kPgRQ5jYA

100M race — https://photos.app.goo.gl/3rNF7DByp9xdf6uk8

200M race — https://photos.app.goo.gl/ciGA6apTvwujumds8

https://photos.app.goo.gl/wW6Xzvc2kPgRQ5jYA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/3rNF7DByp9xdf6uk8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ciGA6apTvwujumds8


Post 178 Named Recipient of 2025 BAPS Charities Award 
Submitted by Ed Reed, Past Commander, Post 178
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The Courcy Post 178 Foundation was the proud recipient of the 2025 BAPS Charities Award. On behalf of the 
foundation, post 178 Commander Joanne Schumm and Terry Gilbert, Vice Commander-Programs, accepted 
the $5,000 donation on Sunday, June 1 at Frisco’s Kaleidoscope Park.

BAPS Charities is an international charitable organization whose reach extends from the United States all 
the way across the world to Europe, to Asia, and even to Australia. The organization has five areas of focus: 
Community Empowerment, Educational Services, Environmental Protection and Preservation, Health and 
Wellness, and Humanitarian Relief.

BAPS Charities walks have been going on for over 20 years throughout North America. Its guiding principle 
is “In the joy of others lies our own.” The walkathon embodies this ethos by bringing communities together 
to support causes that uplift and serve. It is not just about physical activity; it is about fostering unity, 
compassion, and collective action. It aims to build stronger communities and make a lasting impact both 
locally and globally.

BAPS Charities is honored to recognize The American Legion that has been serving veterans, service 
members, and their families since 1919. The American Legion offers a range of services, including 
assistance with benefits, healthcare, employment, youth programs, and community service initiatives. 
The funds raised from the walkathon will be used to support post youth programs and other efforts 
that benefit local veterans and their families.

(L-R) With Post 178 Color Guard members Mark Hurlen and Bill Drake in the foreground, Commander Joanne Schumm and Terry Gilbert, 
Vice Commander-Programs, accepted the 2025 BAPS Charities Award from numerous BAPS representatives
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SCAN
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Why It Matters
• Shop tax-free with military-

exclusive pricing
• 100% of Exchange earnings 

support Soldiers, Airmen, 
Guardians and families 

Veteran Shopping Benefits
• All honorably discharged 

Veterans shop tax-free for life 
at ShopMyExchange.com

• Disabled Veterans can shop  
in-store at PXs and BXs too

You Support Your Military Community 
When You Use Your Exchange Benefit

IT MATTERS WHERE YOU SHOP! 

https://shopmyexchange.com/vets


Medical Evacuation (by air and/or ground) if
deemed medically necessary, to get you to a
more appropriate hospital if your current facility
can’t properly treat your medical condition.

Transportation Home after hospitalization via a
one-way airline ticket, arranged and provided by
EA+. 

Nurse Escort provided if deemed medically
necessary to provide continued medical care
during your trip home.

Ticket Home for a Traveling Companion if EA+
evacuates you from one hospital to another,
transports you home, or you pass away while
away traveling. 

 

For more information, visit 
www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Or call:  1-888-293-4008
Emergency Assistance Plus® (EA+®) is not insurance, it is a membership plan. This is only an outline of the plan’s features.
Hospitalization (admitted as an inpatient) is a requirement to be eligible for some services. All services must be arranged and
provided by EA+. Please read the EA+ Member Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any rules
and regulations. Visit www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus to view a sample of the EA+ Plan details.

EA+ provides more than 20 emergency medical assistance services while you’re traveling
away from home. Here are some of the great services members have access to.

Worldwide protection for you when you travel away from home ........................$129 
Protect you and your family (that’s only $60 more!) ...............................$189

Legionnaire Members save 30% off the broad market rate.

WHAT YOU GET WITH EA+

Any time you have an accident or sudden illness while traveling away from home,  Legionnaire
Emergency Assistance Plus provides a crucial safety net that helps coordinate and provide for
emergency medical transportation your health or travel insurance generally will NOT cover. EA+
steps in to provide Medical Evacuation, Transportation Home, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

ANNUAL RATES:

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PLUS® (EA+®): 

Vehicle Return if you can’t drive your vehicle
back home because your documented
medical condition prohibits it and your
companion can’t drive it either.

Return of Deceased Remains service if you
pass away while traveling.

One Round-Trip Economy-Class Airline
Ticket to bring a loved one to your bedside if
you’re traveling alone and become
hospitalized.

©2024 AGIA 

https://www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus/
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