
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

PosT 573 

CONSTITUTION 

PREAMBLE 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: to uphold and defend 
the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law arnd order; to foster and perpetuatea one 
hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all Wars; to 
inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of 
both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to promote peace arnd good will on 
earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate 
and sanctify our comradeship by our devoion to mutual helpfulness. 

PURPOSE 

ERI( 

The American Legion Riders were formed to promote the aims and purposes of The American Legion, as 
a family-oriented motorcycle group for members of The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary, 
and The Son of The American Legion. 

ARTICLEI-NAME 

The name of this program shal be The American Legion Riders Post 573 of the Department of Texas. 

ARTICLE || - NATURE 

Section 1. The American Legion Riders (ALR 573) is a program for members of The American Legion, 
The American Legion Auxiliary, and The Sons of The American Legion memtbers, collectively "The 
American Legion Family," who share an interest in motorcycling. 

Section 2. The ALR 573 upholds the declared principles of The American Legion and conforms to and 
abides by the regulations and decisions of Post 573. 



Section 3. The ALR 573 maintains and always protects the image of The American Legion through 
appropriate wearing of The American Legion Emblem. The emblem of The American Legion demands 
"The wearer shall ever guard the sanctity of home and country and free institutions." 

Section 4. Under no circumstances shall any emblem of The American Legion be marketed, sold, or 
subordinated to any other organizational logo or emblem without the approval and consent of The American 
Legion national organization. 

Section 5. Members of the ALR 573 avoid any perception of being a motorcycle or "biker" club or 
gang. Rather, the focus of membership is for the enjoyment of motorcycles and comradeship and furthering 
American Legion programs in the community. 

Section 6. The ALR 573 strives to improve the public's perception of the motorcycling community by 
promoting the honorable nature of military service, and service to one's community, state, and nation 
through the enjoyment of motorcycling. 

Section 7. Members of the ALR 573 always comply with the motor vehicle safety, licensing, and 
insurance laws or regulations of the state in which operating. 

ARTICLE Il| -ORGANIZATION 

The ALR 573 is organized at the post and exists at the discretion of the American Legion Post 573. 
The officers and executive committee are responsible and accountable to the Post 573 executive 
committee. All officers of the ALR 573, once elected, must be confirmed, or installed by the Post 573 
Americarn Legion. 

ARTICLE IV - WEARING OF AMERICAN LEGION EMBLEM 

Section 1. The American Legion Riders back patch is authorized for wear by all current members of 
the ALR 573. American Legion logos and emblems may also be authorized by the Post 573 American 
Legion for wear by selected volunteers (i.e., supporters) performing work on behalf of other local post or 
post programs. 

Section 2. American Legion Rider patch is worrn centered from top to bottom and left to right on the 
back of the vest. The top Post 573 patch will be worn one inch and centered above the ALR patch. 

Section3. Texas Chapter to be associated with ALR 573 patch, as a location identifier of home 

Section 4. Patches cannot touch, nor shall any patch be altered (due to trademark). 

ARTICLEV- DETERMINE ELECTED OFFICERS 

Section 1. The elected officers of the ALR 573 shall be (Chairman, Director, President), (Vice 
Chairman, Vice Director, Vice President), Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, Judge Advocate, Road 

post of the American Legion Rider. 



Captain, and Chaplain. The Chairman, Director, President may appoint other Committee Members (without 
a vote) as needed. The Post Executive board shall appoint a Legionnaire liaison (with no ALR 573 
affiliation) to the Program. 

Section 2. The President and Vice President of the ALR 573 must be a Legionnaire of Post 573 
American Legion. 

Article V| - Finance 

Section 1. The revenue of the ALR 573 shall be derived from membership fees, dues and other 
sources to support Post 573 American Legion pillars. 

Section 2. The amount of membership fees and annual ALR 573 dues shall be fixed and determined 
by the ALR 573. 

Section 3. ALR 573 may provide a monthly financial report to the Post 573 American Legion executive 
committee. 

Article VII -Amendments 

Section 1. This constitution is adopted, subject to the provisions of the Post 573 American Legion 
constitution of which ALR 573 is a subordinate program. Any amendment to the National, Department, or 
Post Constitution that is in conflict with any provision hereof shall be regarded as automatically repealing 
or modifying the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws of ALR 573 to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 2. This constitution may be amended at any regular ALR 573 meeting by a majority vote of 
the membership attending such regular meeting, provided that the proposed amendment shal have been 
submitted in writing and read at the immediately preceding ALR 573 meeting. 

Section 3. Any alteration to this Constitution or its Bylaws is to be presented to Post 573 American 
Legion executive board. Then brought before the Post 573 American Legion general membership for 
approva. 

ARTICLE VII - REAL PROPERTY 

Section 1. Real property purchased by ALR 573 is considered the property of the Post 573 American 
Legion. No ALR 573 property may be sold without a vote within the ALR 573 general membership. 

ARTICLE IX- PUNITIVE 

Section 1. Any infraction which goes against the Pillars and/or tarnishes the American Legion's 
mission, purpose, or image shall be the responsibility of the American Legion Post. 



Commander 

Approved on this, the-) day of 

Secretary 

, 2024 



American Legion Riders 

Post 573 

Bylaws 

PURPOSE 

To participate in community services and other ceremonies that is in keeping with the Aims and Purposes 
of the American Legion. To promote motorcycle safety programs and to provide a social atmosphere for 
American Legion members who share the same interest. To use our Association to promote and support 
programs of the American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion, community 
services, and Veterans' Organizations. This program is designed to have members work together and 
enjoy themselves. 

ARTICLE |- NAME 

Section 1. The ALR 573 existing under these By-Laws is to be known as The American Legion Riders 
Post 573 of the Department of Texas. 

Riders Post 573. 

ARTICLE || - ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. Active ALR 573 Post 573 Membership requirements: 

A. Must be a current paid member in good standing of one of the following entities of Post 573 
American Legion: American Legion, American Legion Auxillary, or Sons of the American 
Legion. 

B. Must be a legal registered and insured owner of a motorcycle of at least 350cc (21.4ci) engine 
displacement in size and possess a valid driver's license with proper endorsement or be the 
legal spouse of an American Legion Rider in good standing within the organization. 

C. Be voted in at a regular meeting, by majority vote, by the General Membership after completing 
any requirements set forth in the Current Standard Operating Procedures of American Legion 



Section 2. Charter Membership: All members that have been inducted prior to October 1, 2004 will be authorized to wear the "Charter Member Post 573" patch. 

Section 3. Special Class Memberships: An ALR 573 member, or the member's spouse, may continue his/her membership as a Special Class Member (with full membership privileges). Unless you fail to meet the membership requirements of Section 1- B above, pursuant to the following and subject to the approval of the General Membership. 
A. Death and/or Divorce of the spouse who was the owner of the motorcycle as defined in Section 1-B above. You and spouse must have been a regular member for at least one full year. 
B. Disability, which prevents you from physically being able to operate a motorcycle and ownership of the motorcycle was relinquished, due to this disability. This would also allow the spouse to continue membership under these conditions as long as the spouse remains a member as described in Section 1-A. 

C. Lifetime members: refer to Standard Operating Procedure of ALR 573. 

ARTICLE Il| - MEMBERSHIP DUES AND RENEWALS 
Section 1. Membership dues are due at the beginning of one's membership and on an annual basis beginning on September 1st through the last day of February of each year. Any dues not paid by March 1st will result in expulsion from the American Legion Riders of Post 573. Prior to renewal of membership and payment of dues the Rider must be in good standing under Article II, Section 1-A above. 

ARTICLE IV - MANAGEMENT 

Section 1. The elected officers of the ALR 573 shall be (Chairman, Director, President), (Vice Chairman, Vice Director, Vice President), Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, Judge Advocate, Road Captain, and Chaplain. The Chairman, Director, President may appoint other Committee Members (without a vote) as needed. The Post Executive board shall appoint a Legionnaire liaison (with no ALR 573 affiliation) to the Program. 

Section 2. The ALR 573 General Membership may add necessary positions, approved by a majority vote of the general membership, as set forth in the Current Standard Operating Procedures of ALR 573. 

Section 3. Between ALR 573 meetings, the administrative power of the ALR 573 shall be vested in the ALR 573 executive committee, whose voting members shall consist of all elected officers for the current year and the immediate past ALR 573 President. 

Section 4. Elections of the American Legion Riders Post 573 Officers will be held annually. Nomination forms shall be posted no later than 30 days prior to ALR 573 elections. Voting for the positions will be held during the January ALR 573 General Membership meeting and the installation of the officers will be during the first Post 573 American Legion General Membership meeting following verification of 
good standing by the Post Executive Board and approval of the election report by the Post General 
Membership. Elected Officers shall be installed by the Post Commander or a designated representative. 



The election to office will be by a ballot vote and based upon the nominations. The Election Committee 
will consist of either the Sergeant-at-Arms or Treasurer and two Post 573 American Legion non-rider 

members. The Committee will develop and distribute printed ballots at the January General Membership 
Meeting. *Nominees must be present at the time of the election or the nomination of the absent member 
shall be null, and void and the absent member will not be eligible for election to an office by the General 
Membership. Voters may select from the eligible nominees listed on the ballot or write in the name of his/her 
choice. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected to the respective office or 
officers for which he/she is a candidate. *Exception: Military orders per situation. 

The Committee will compile the election ballots and present the results to the ALR 573 General 
Membership. A majority vote of ballots cast is required. The Election Committee monitors the election 
process. The Committee will maintain election results and balots for a period of one month. 

Section 5. All vacancies existing in any office of the ALR 573 from any cause other than the expiration 
of the term shall be filled by a majority vote of the ALR 573 General Membership at a special election. A 
special election may be held at the discretion of the President, if a vacancy occurs outside of the election 

window. The President may make an appointment to an unfilled position in the event a special election 
cannot be held, pending approval of ALR 573 general membership. 

Section 6. A vacancy shall exist when an oficer is absent from the ALR 573 due to resignation, loss 
of qualifications, incapacity from injury or illness, or for a continuous period of unexcused absences 
considered detrimental to the interest of the ALR 573 by the remaining members of the ALR 573 executive 
committee. Should any officer be unavailable for 90 days or more they are to respectfully resign their 
position. 

Section 7. During the officer's term, only 3 unexcused absences are allowed total for the monthly 
Officer's meetings. Decisions on whether absence is excused/unexcused relies on the discretion of the 
President, Vice President and Sergeant-at-Arms. Secretary to be informed of decision for record. Please 
see Article IV, Section 6. 

Section 8. Officers may perform duties of a maximum of two ALR 573 offices simultaneously with the 
exception of the President, and Vice President. Sergeant-at-Arms may hold two positions, consisting of 
Sergeant-at-Arms and Jag. 

ARTICLEV- MEETINGS 

Section 1. ALR 573 Membership meetings will be monthly on a date and time specified in the current 
Standard Operating Procedures of ALR 573. 

Section 2. A quorum of members must be present to conduct a General Membership meeting. The 
number of members and officers necessary to have a quorum shall be specified in the current Standard 
Operating Procedures of ALR 573. 

Section 3. A Rider's Social wil be held as set forth in the current Standard Operating Procedures of 
ALR 573. 



Section 4. All meetings will be conducted under "Roberts Rules of Order". 

ARTICLE V|- ALR 573 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Section 1. The ALR 573 executive committee shall meet for organizational, or other such business as 
may come before it, at the call of the ALR 573 President. This may happen within 10 days after the 
installation of the new officers. Thereafter the ALR 573 executive committee shal meet as often as 
specified in the current Standard Operating Procedures of ALR 573. 

Article VI| - Duties of Officers 

Section 1.. President: Serves as the Chief Operations Officer of the organization and presides over 
all respective meetings. Directorship gives the President authority to judge items not covered in the Bylaws. 
The President shall perform such duties as directed by the ALR 573 General Membership. 

The President may appoint an ALR 573 Veteran to represent at the Post Executive Board meetings. The 
President is to assist Officers in the interpretation of the responsibilities of their positions, and to promote 
esprit de corps among members in general. 

Section 2. Vice President: Assumes the duties of the President in his absence. Assists the President 
in the performance of all duties as appropriate. 

Section 3. Sergeant-At-Arms: Responsible for ensuring that all By-laws, Standing Rules and 
expected models of conduct of the organization are not violated. Responsible for ensuring that the 
directions of the President or Executive Committee are carried out. Responsible for policing and keeping 
order at all meetings and organization events. Responsible for the keeping and maintenance of the 
National and Legion Rider Colors. Ensures eligibility of members and those participating in the Unit 
elections. Be ready at all times to assist the President. Verifies license endorsement, registration, 
insurance and bike safety. 

Section 4. Secretary: Responsible for keeping a full and accurate record of all proceedings at 

meetings. Maintain the organization's recordings, additions, and modifications. Provide detailed minutes 
of previous meetings at the next ALR 573 General Membership meeting. Conduct roll call of officers at the 
beginning of each ALR 573 General Membership meeting. Responsible for the handling of all 
correspondence within the organization, to include but not limited to: email, telephone, letters, and 
newsletters. Present any upcoming events/functions/activities at ALR 573 General Membership meetings. 
Communicate with other ALR 573 Communications as far as events/functions/activities. Will coordinate 

and manage a social roster of all members' information: address, phone numbers, emails and so forth. 

Section 5. Treasurer: Responsible for all finances of the organization. Disperses and collects funds 
as directed by the General Membership. Provides detailed financial reports at each General Membership 
meeting and upon appropriate request. Provide a detailed written annual report one month prior to 
elections. Maintain all patches, membership dues, and inventory of ALR 573 items. 



Section 6. Historian: Responsible for preserving and compiling all historical records and photos 
pertaining to ALR 573. Ensure that recent photos of events get sent to the Webmaster to add to website. 
Responsible for documenting ALR 573 events along with photos. Maintain organization's website. 

Section 7. Chaplain: Provide spiritual guidance and counseling to the membership. Open and close 
each General Membership meeting. Blessing of bikes and riders prior to runs. ALR 573 Member outreach. 

Section 8. Judge Advocate (JAG): Works with the President and Sergeant-at-Arms in matters of 
execution or interpretation of the By-Laws. ls the primary contact in matters of discipline. Provides 

professional advice in the conduct of the ALR 573 business and/or procures proper cOunsel when 
necessary. JAG will chair any committee concerning the revision of the ALR 573's By-Laws, Constitution, 

and SOP. 

Section 9. Road Captain: Performs several duties during a group ride. These duties include but are 
not limited to: pre-ride briefings and inspections, being assigned to lead a ride. 

ARTICLE VIlI - DELEGATES 

Section 1. Delegates and alternates to a department American Legion Riders meeting, convention, 

regional gathering or other activity shall be appointed. 
Section 2. Delegates are to promote accurate representation of the American Legion, Auxiliary (if 

applicable), and American Legion Riders. 

ARTICLE IX -FINANCES 

Section 1. Disbursement of funds will be only those authorized at any regular meeting of the ALR 573. 

ALR 573 is a nonprofit organization and may only disburse funds in a manner in accordance with all Federal 

(IRS), State, and local laws applicable to nonprofit organizations. 

Section 2. The President may authorize the disbursement of funds not to exceed $100.00 for 

emergency situations, upon verification with the Treasurer that the requested funds are available. This 

disbursement will be reported to the ALR 573 General Membership and receipts for the expenditure given 

to the Treasurer. 

Section 3. Treasurer shall be authorized to maintain petty cash/cash on hand of no more than $200.00 

at any one time. Said funds may be used for the following expenditures: 

1. Replenishment/purchasing of patches, 

2. Expenditures and donations as approved by the ALR 573 General Membership, 

3. Any other emergency expenditure as approved by the President not to exceed $100.00 per 

Occurrence. 

Any expenditure under this section must be reported by the Treasurer to the General Membership at the 

next regular meeting. 



Section 4. Only the Treasurer shall have the authority to use a debit card/check card/credit card linked 
to the ALR 573 bank account. Only transactions that have prior approval shall be made through the use of 
said card and must be reported by the Treasurer at the next ALR 573 General Membership meeting. 

ARTICLE X - MEMBER DIsCIPLINE 

Section 1. All disciplinary actions shall be in accordance with the ALR 573 Constitution and the 
Constitution of the Jack D. Levy, Post 573, American Legion. 

ARTICLE XI-NoTICES 

Section 1. Every member shall furrnish the ALR 573 Secretary with a valid email, phone number, or 
postal mailing address. 

Section 2. The ALR 573 Secretary shall post notice of the annual election, to be given at least 30 days 
prior thereto. 

ARTICLE XII -LIMITATIONS OF LIABILITIES 

Section 1. ALR 573 shall incur, or cause to be incurred, no liability nor obligation whatever which shall 
subject any other chapter, subdivision, members of the American Legion, post, departments, or other 
individuals, corporations or organizations. 

Section 2. ALR 573 shall take such steps necessary to secure appropriate event insurance for all 
organized rides, events, celebrations and functions undertaken under the name of Post 573 American 
Legion. 

ARTICLE XIII - AMENDMENTS 

Section 1. These By-Laws may be amended at any regular ALR 573 General Membership meeting 
by a majority vote of the attending members of the ALR 573 General Membership. Providing that the 
proposed amendment shall have been subrnitted in writing and read at the preceding regular meeting. 

Section 2. Written or electronically transmitted notice to the addresses of record indicated in Article 
XI, Section 1, shall have been given to all members at least 5 days in advance of the date when such 
amendment to be voted upon, notifying said members that at such meeting there will be presented a 

proposal to amend the by-laws. 

Section 3. Any amerndments will be reported to the Post 573 American Legion executive board and 
such amerndments will not be effective until approved by the Post 573 American Legion executive board. 



Pfesfdent 

Commander 

Approved on this, the Z 

Socrotary 

Adjutan 

20214 
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